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Re: Ante Litem Notice and Presentation of Claims by Ms. Chinnika Jackson and 

Mr. Melquan Robinson, Sr. as the Surviving Parents of Melquan Robinson, 
Jr. and on Behalf of the Estate of Melquan Robinson, Jr., a deceased child 

 
Dear Mayor Davis, Commissioners, Mr. MacKenzie, Mr. Crozier and Mr. Parker: 
 

By this letter, we hereby notify Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia, its officials, agents, 
employees, insurers and representatives in accordance with the provisions of O.C.G.A. § 36-11-1, 
et. seq., of claims arising from the electrocution and wrongful death of Melquan Robinson, Jr. 
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Melquan Robinson, Jr., age 12, died on October 15, 2018, at approximately 9:10 p.m. after 

touching a fence that was electrified on Field 2 at Fleming Athletic Complex (“Fleming Park”).  
Based on our review of the records produced by Augusta-Richmond County and our independent 
investigation of this matter, we have concluded that this child’s death was the direct and 
foreseeable result of gross negligence on the part of employees of Augusta-Richmond County.   

 
At the time of this incident, Melquan Robinson, Jr. was an invitee on property owned and 

managed by the consolidated government of Augusta-Richmond County.  Melquan was playing 
football with friends on the field when he came into contact with the outfield fence.  The fence and 
the area around it were electrified due to a ground fault event which had occurred inside the right 
field light pole.   

 
Augusta-Richmond County has known for years that the electrical wiring at Fleming Park 

would cause ground fault events.  This often occurred at Fleming Park when a ballast in the field 
lights stopped working.  When these light ballasts go out, it causes ground fault events that route 
high voltage electricity into the light pole and the fence around it, creating a dangerous condition 
for anyone coming into contact with that area.    

 
The ground fault that led to the electrocution of Melquan Robinson, Jr. is the same type of 

event which caused the prior incidents of electric shock to children at Fleming Park.   
 
A ground fault is an inadvertent contact between an energized conductor and ground or 

equipment frame. The return path of the fault current is through the grounding system and any 
person or equipment that becomes part of that system.   

 
In a properly wired system with an equipment grounding conductor that complies with the 

Building Code and the National Electric Code, a ground fault event will trigger a circuit protection 
device such as a fuse box or circuit breaker.  When triggered the circuit protection device will shut 
off the power source and eliminate the danger until the ground fault can be fixed.  There was no 
such protection at Fleming Park.  The circuit protection device at Fleming Park could not be 
triggered because Augusta-Richmond County never installed an equipment grounding conductor. 

 
The Code of Ordinances for Augusta-Richmond County, Title 7, sets forth The Building 

Code and applies to “the construction, alteration, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, 
maintenance, removal, and demolition of every building or structure or any appurtenances 
connected or attached to such buildings or structures.”   

 
The Building Code specifically incorporates and requires that every building or structure 

comply with the National Electric Code.  “The provisions of the National Electrical Code shall 
apply to the installation of electrical systems, including alterations, repairs, replacement, 
equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and appurtenances thereto.”  Section 7-1-4(c).   
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The electrical system and wiring at Fleming Athletic Complex violated the National 

Electric Code and failed to comply with the most basic and ministerial requirements of the Code.  
Specifically, the electrical wiring at Fleming Park failed to comply with Sections 250.4A3 and 
250.4A5.  The wiring at Fleming Park did not have a equipment grounding conductor.   

 
If the wiring at Fleming Park had an equipment grounding conductor in compliance with 

the National Electrical Code, the electrical fault in the right field pole would have blown a fuse in 
the field house and shut off the power, thereby preventing this event.  Because there was no such 
wire, the power continued to flow and led to this electrocution. 

 
The hazardous and dangerous conditions that caused Melquan Robinson, Jr.’s death were 

present and known by Augusta-Richmond County for many years.  Multiple children were 
previously shocked by electrified fences and light poles at this ball park.  The employees 
responsible for the safety of the facilities at this park were negligent in the performance of the most 
basic and ministerial of their duties, including but not limited to the following: 

 
1. Failure to comply with The Building Code of Augusta-Richmond County; 

 
2. Failure to comply with the National Electric Code; 
 
3. Failure to install an equipment grounding conductor as required by the National 

Electric Code, Sections 250.4A3 and 250.4A5;  
 
4. Failure to comply with directives from superiors to ground the electrical system at 

Fleming Park; 
 
5. Failure to recognize and address the noncompliant and dangerous electrical wiring and 

lack of grounding at Fleming Park after the electrical shock injury to Crystal 
Underwood at Fleming Park on Field 4 in June 28, 1991; 

 
6. Failure to recognize and address the noncompliant and dangerous electrical wiring and 

lack of grounding at Fleming Park after the electrical shock injuries to other children 
at Fleming Park which were reported to Augusta-Richmond County during the years 
after 1991; 

 
7. Failure to recognize and address the noncompliant and dangerous electrical wiring and 

lack of grounding at Fleming Park after the electrical shock injury to another child at 
Fleming which was reported by the Athletic Manager for Augusta Recreation, Parks 
and Facilities Department on May 23, 2014; 

 
8. Failure to recognize and address the noncompliant and dangerous electrical wiring and 

lack of grounding at Fleming Park after the rerouting of wiring in the field house and 
installation of a new fuse box for the right field lighting for Field 2 by electricians 
employed by Augusta-Richmond County, which occurred at some point after 2011.   
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9. Failure to supervise personnel in the proper wiring and grounding of metal lighting 

fixtures, transformers, and transformer enclosures at issue in this matter, and failure to 
ensure regular safety and maintenance inspections of the lighting system at issue in this 
matter at Fleming Park;  

 
10. Failure to properly install, inspect and maintain the metal lighting fixtures, transformers 

and transformer enclosures on the circuits operating lighting of facilities at Fleming 
Park; 
 

11. Failure to ensure that the installation of the metal lighting fixtures, transformers, and 
transformer enclosures at Fleming Park were installed by qualified electricians who 
possess an understanding of the dangers that can be created by inappropriate 
installation of such dangerous equipment; and 

 
12. Failure of the Building and Inspection Department to inspect Fleming Park and to 

administer and enforce The Augusta Building Code on this public facility. 
 

The above list is a preliminary summary of the negligent misconduct found during our 
initial investigation.  This list is not to be considered exhaustive.  Any litigation which is required 
to resolve this matter will inevitably reveal and include additional deficiencies and failures to 
protect the safety of your citizens at Fleming Park.   

 
Litigation of this matter will result in a judgment against one or more county employees 

individually as set forth in detail above.  We are mindful that the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission adopted Section 1-7-1 of the Code establishing the terms and conditions under which 
it may pay part or all of any claim or civil judgment against its employees.  Specifically that Code 
section states that: “The Augusta-Richmond County Commission will pay any judgment rendered 
against a county employee when the Commission feels that the employee was performing his duty 
as an Augusta-Richmond County employee.”   

 
The tragic death of this child was unnecessary and preventable.  Damages claimed in this 

matter are generally determined at trial by a fair and impartial jury made up of citizens from 
Richmond County.  The parents of Melquan Robinson, Jr. seek to recover under Georgia’s 
Wrongful Death Law an amount that represents the full value of the life of Melquan Robinson, Jr.  
The Estate of Melquan Robinson, Jr. is entitled to recover for his conscious pain and suffering, 
shock and fright prior to his death, as well as all medical, funeral and burial expenses.   

 
The total amount sought for the claims arising out of the death of Melquan Robinson, Jr. 

at this point in time against the consolidated government of Augusta-Richmond County is Five 
Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00), representing Four Million Dollars ($4,000,000.00) for the 
wrongful death claim and One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) for the claims of his Estate.   
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This notice is intended as a presentation of claims pursuant to the requirement of O.C.G.A. 

§36-11-1 to the consolidated government of Augusta-Richmond County, to include the City of 
Augusta and the County of Richmond, Georgia of all lawful claims permitted under Georgia law, 
including, but not limited to, claims for personal injury and wrongful death and all damages which 
flow therefrom.  Should any claim submitted herewith fall under O.C.G.A. § 36-33-5, this notice 
is further intended to include the requirements of that section as well.  This notice is given in order 
to afford Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia, sufficient information to allow an investigation of 
this incident and these claims and to adjust and settle these claims if so desired. 

 
Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this notice of claim, or require 

additional information. 
 

      Sincerely, 

 
      Robert S. Register 
 
 
RSR/jlt 
 
cc:   Melquan Robinson, Sr. 
   Chinnika Jackson 
 
 
 

 


